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  Atomic Veterans
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The Atomic Veteran Newsletter is published quarterly
and is the official newsletter of the National Association
of Atomic Veterans.

     Board of Directors
 National Commander: Rudy Florentine
   Vice Commander: Peter J. Dale
      Secretary: James J. Nash
     Treasurer: William D. Nelson
     Directors: George R. Mitchell
 Richard U. Conant, Charles R. McKay

 Newsletter Editor:  Dick Conant
 Assistant to the Editor:  Dale Howard
 Legislative Director:  Charles McKay
 Washington Liaison:  O.T. Weeks
 Scientific Advisor:  Dr. Ernest Sternglass
 NAAV Archivist:  Sandra Marlow
 Research Consultant:  Vic Fenton
 Director of Fund Raising:  Rich Doherty

Memberships: Annual: $15; Life: $200; Life Installment:
$25 Quarterly. An application is on the back cover.

NAAV fiscal year starts on 7/1. This is the date when
members dues who pay annually are due. Look at the
Label which is used on letters and newsletters to you.
After your name is the date you are paid up to. Example:
7/1/98 or 7/1/99. 

The material in this newsletter is protected. No part of it
may be used without prior permission.

Letters to the Editor and Articles must be signed to be
published. Name withheld upon request.

NAAV reserves the right to edit and publish material
submitted. Articles on atomic testing, other radiation-risk
activities, biological effects of exposure to ionizing
radiation, the politics and history of military and civilian
exposure, accounts of personal experiences, cartoons,
photographs, poems, essays and other material will be
considered for publication.

The views and opinions of contributions do not
necessarily represent those of the National Association
of Atomic Veterans.

Send submissions, address changes, letters, inquiries,
reunion information, dues payments, donations, sales
orders to: NAAV P.O. Box 2558, Ventnor, NJ
08406-0558.

My congratulations to our new editor Richard U.
Conant and his number one assistant Dale Howard
for doing an outstanding job with their first newsletter
for NAAV. Good job guys, keep up the good work. I
was also pleased with the response to my request for
the members to send in their dues according to the
date after their names which represents the date that
they are currently paid to. The current date is 7/1/99.
If this is not after your name then you owe dues.
Again, I thank all the members that responded and
paid up 2 and 3 years dues owed. Our treasury is
again looking respectable and without it we cannot
help you. Nuff Said.
In our last issue, Vol.20-1, our editor was lucky
enough to get in a “Late Scoop” telling of the
passage of lung cancer, brain cancer and colon
cancer along with nasophyengeal cancer that was
passed last Sep. The other three were passed in
Feb. 1999. As you all well know, progress has been
slow but all of us keep working to attain our justice.
We will now turn our efforts on two remaining bill. HR
2401 refers to genetically affected children of Atomic
Veterans and the other is HR 432 which is the Atomic
Veterans Service Medal (Editor: This bill was
originally introduced by Bill Richardson, NM, over two
years ago. Mr. Richardson is now Secretary of
Energy. Our best information is that this bill has gone
to the “wastebasket” and was denied by the
Department of Defense. We need to find another
Representative to reintroduce this as a new   bill. So
far, we have not had any success with our current
representatives in New Mexico relative to this). My
staff, the state commanders and area commanders
have all done a great job in getting their state
legislators in Washington to endorse the bills that
were passed. I want to thank all the members, state
and area commanders for their great effort when
asked by me to help, which brings me to an example
of how we all worked together and accomplished
getting legislation passed. There are members out
there that find fault with me and their state
commanders. I say to channel your anger to the
government. They are the enemy, not me or your
state commanders. We are working for your benefits
so please try to help us, not hinder us in our work.
Nuff said.   Continued Page 3 

Commander’s Corner
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Commander’s Corner (Cont’d):

To our state commanders, I would like each
and every one of you to write a brief resume
about your self and what you are doing in
your state along with a small picture. The
reason, we would like to feature you in our
newsletters so the membership can get to
know you and what you are doing for the
Atomic Veterans. Mail them to National
Headquarters in Ventnor, NJ.

The general Accounting Office of the US
Government was in touch with yours truly
and requested a telephone meeting to
determine what our needs are, for the
Veteran Affairs Committee major point of
dissention is, and has been, dose
reconstruction. I made our feelings known
that we do not want dose reconstruction in
any form or fashion. Whether our wishes will
be acted on I cannot say for sure. Only time
will tell if they are sincere or just jacking us
up as they have done so many times in the
past. As my old Indian friend “Chief Running

Bowels” used to say “white eyes chief speak
with forked tongue.” Enough levity
  Respectfully,
  Rudy Florentine
  National Commander
[Editor: For those who are interested in HR 2401, on
5/16 the TV Education Channel repeated an airing of
a documentary by “Southwest Research &
Information, Albuquerque, NM “ of the effects of
Radiation to some of the population of the Navajo
Indians due to groundwater contamination and
leakage into the Puerco River, and other tributaries,
from uranium mining tailing piles as a result of
uranium mining on the Reservation in the 1950’s and
early 60’s. Of particular interest is the “higher than
normal” numbers of “genetically affected” children
who are being cared for in a “developed home” for
these children on the Navajo Reservation. Some of
the research was carried out by professionals at the
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ.
Researchers have definite results that “radiation from
drinking water and eating meat from animals
contaminated from the same sources along with the
breathing of contaminated dust by the elders” is
responsible for the genetic problems. We will obtain
more info on this subject for inclusion in future
editions.]

Letter to Rudy Florentine, National Commander,
NAAV 4/6/99 from U.S. Representative Frank A.
LoBiondo NJ in part - “The VA deserves the
resources necesssary to serve the needs of our
naation’s veeterans. As the House works on the VA
budget, please know that I will be doing all that I can
to ensure that veterans will have the best quality
care.”

 *   *    *    *    *    *    *

Excerpts: Two New Gulf War Illness Studies:

About 1,800 sick Gulf War veterans will participate in
one of two studies so the Veterans Affairs and
Defense departments can determine what kings of
treatments are effective.

The studies cost $20 million and are aimed at helping
Gulf War veterans suffering with undiagnosed or
unexplainable illnesses. Some groups estimate as
many as 100,000 Gulf War veterans could be sick.

The National Gulf War Resource Center hopes the
trial studies will be expanded to look at illnesses that
may be associated with depleted uranium.

Please take a moment to remember our fallen
comrades on Memorial Day, May 31st.

It is unfortunate that the majority of our population just
treats this as “another day off”.
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Foregoing from Albuquerque Journal: (Editor) The four recommendations are worth while for our
Troops in view of their handling of ammunition containing depleted uranium. Our fight over radiation exposure
problems may assist  some one after all, in the future.

Death Notices:
Thomas E. Slokum of NJ
Reid W. Spalding of NH
Donations:
Col. John S. Edwards
James hasten
Frederick B. Rinehart

John E. Knight
Leon J. Ludermeier
Robert B. Dunbar
Walter G. Hooke
Leo Sagrestano
Joseph M. Keller Jr.
Henry G. Landau

Betty King Weisman
John R. Jenks
Allen & Bonnie Pizel
Thomas C. Andrew
Percy S. Stanfield Esq.
Marvin Davis Sr.
J.A. Brettell
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YOU’RE ON THE “SOAPBOX”

Dale Howard & I wish to thank all of you who took the
time to send letters, faxes, e--mail, etc.  telling us of
your appreciation of the last newsletter, some ideas,
comments and general support [Claude Burpee,
Robert Duran, William A. Harper]. In order to get this
edition out in time copies will not be included.
However, I will be publishing these in subsequent
newsletters. Dick Conant

 *    *    *    *    *    *    *
I have received a request from Ms. Maya Asai,
Associate Producer, NHK in which they are
requesting information from Atomic Test participants
in Nevada during the Desert Rock Operations. NHK is
in the process of producing “Beyond Centuries”.
Series No. 12: Nuclear Development, The Record of
a Half-Century. As I understand, participants will
conduct “round table” commentary which will be
filmed and shown on Public TV. Interested parties
should contact Maya at Tel/Fax: (323)464-7455 or
e-mail: stella_ma@yahoo.com.

 *    *    *    *    *    *    *
Letters:

Just finished reading the last Atomic Veteran’s
Newsletter and after reading the “Commander’s
Corner I realized that I owe two years dues, which I
have enclosed herewith. I had lost track of the due
dates.

Regarding the many pieces of legislation in the works,
I believe it would be helpful to update the membership
on the status of each piece of legislation in each
future newsletter. It would be helpful to know whether
the outlook appears favorable or unfavorable. If
unfavorable, we need to know why, so we can contact
our Representatives for their support. [Editor: Please
refer to Page 7 of this edition and our new Topic
“Progressive Profile of Legislative Votes” which we
ask the membership to follow up and contribute to].
It is hard for me to understand why the Atomic
Veterans Medal Act HR 432 is on the back burner
because it would not cost that much money. [Editor:
see note in Commander’s Corner]. I was one of fifty
one Marines that participated in Operation Sandstone
in 1948.
Charles W. Savage
601 E. Warwick Oaks Lane, Collierville, TN 38017
 *    *    *    *    *    *    *
E-mail: Congrats on the new publication, and your
position as Editor for the NAAV Newsletter. I wish you
fellows the very best. I have been a NAAV member

for several years now, and at one time, I had trusted
** . I hope you guys can succeed in bringing back the
NAAV from the brink.
To tell you the truth, I had just about lost all faith in
NAAV after the Rosen Fiasco, and that is the reason I
started an Atomic Veteran Website a couple of years
ago, of course, I’m behind the 8-ball too, trying to run
this d------ site single-handed, with no help from
anyone, down here in Texas, kind of like an island
unto myself, so to speak.

You might pull up my pages, and let me know what
you think, it may not be worth a d---, but rreaders get
what they pay for, the URL is:
http://www.angelfire.com/tx/atomicveteran/index.html.

If there is anything I can do for you guys, let me
know...OK?

Best to you fellows... John DeBusk, Dallas, TX

Angelfire for your free we-based e-mail.
http:/www.angelfire.com

Reunions:

For some of those that served on the U.S.S.
Comatock LSD-19 in the Atomic Test at Bikini Atoll in
1948 for a potential reunion. Contact: Rene
Beauregard. 259 Weld St., New Bedford, MA 02740.
508-999-1284

LST-1146 (aka USS Summit County) ships fifth
reunion, August 26 - 28, 1999 in conjunction with
Nation LST reunion in San Diego, CA. Contact: H.A.
(Woody) Walker, 4467 Orchard ave, San Diego, CA
92107, 619-222-3640. walkbosn@juno.com

USS Wichita (CA45)/USS Tuscaloosa (CA37,
Augusst 22 - 28, 1999 at Sheraton Hotel, 180 Water
St., Plymouth, MA 02360. Contact: Carroll Johnson,
P.O. Box 1378, Brewster, MA 02631, 508-896-3920
[Sent in by: Kenneth H. Halstrom, YN1 USNR Ret.]

 *    *    *    *    *    *    *

“I always wanted to be somebody, but I should have
been more specific.”

“I’m not into working out. My philosophy: No pain, no
pain.”



the Atomic Veteran "Unsung Hero of the Cold War!"            Page  6

Vol. 20  No. 2   1999       "the Atomic Veteran seeks no special favor...simply Justice"

“BEEN THERE”
My Country Cheated Me - Of Thee I Sing

I joined the service as a strong young man
They said “give of your blood and all else you can”
Because if you should ever get hurt, then
We will see that you get a nice pension plan.

When the tumors came, all I got was a boot
And they sent me back home in a $5 suit.
We see that your face is scared, don’t give a hoot
So here is your discharge and none of the loot.

It was 13 years later when told to file a claim
When the tumors were so bad I couldn’t stand the
pain
Then 26 more years they played their game
Filing forms and testifying, the money never came.

Now 50 years late a court for my rights
Filed another suit and hired a lawyer, Mr. Nice
But the judge said “Boy, now that ain’t nice
I will make sure you get s------ twice.

Author: Any Atomic Veteran

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Justice for Atomic Veterans Act of 1999, 106th
Congress, 1st Session, H.R. 1286, March 25, 1999 -
To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand the
list of diseases presumed to be service connected
with respect to radiation-exposed veterans.

Mr. Evans (for himself, Ms. Berkley, Mr. Filner, Mr.
Gutierrez, Ms. Brown of Florida, Mr. Peterson of
Ninnesota, Ms. Carson, Mr. Reyes, Mr. Rodriquez,
Mr. Shows, Mr. Oliver, Mr. Hinchey, Ms. McKinney,
Mr. Frank of Massachusetts, Ms.
Millender-McDonald, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Kleczka,
and Mr. Frost) introduced this bill, which was referred
to the Committee on Veterans Affairs.
(Editor) The following were added as cosponsors in
April: Ms Clayton, Mr. Waxman, Mr. Hall, Mr.
Ackerman, Ms. Roybal-Allard, Ms. Kilpatrrick, Mr.
Abercrombie, and Mr. Strickland. If your
Representative is not listed here then contact same to
be a cosponsor. Let us know how they responded in
order that we may publish the results of
Representative and Senator support, or non-support,
of Veteran Bills.

Sec.2. Expansion of List of Diseases Presumed to be
Service Connected for Radiation-Exposed Veterans.

Section 1112(c)(2) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

(P) Lung Cancer, (Q) Bone Cancer, (R) Skin Cancer,
(S) Colon Cancer, (T) Posterior Subcapsular
Cataract, (U) Non-malignant Thyroid Nodular
Disease, (V) Ovarian Cancer, ((W) Parathyroid
Adenoma. (X) Tumors of the Brain & Central Nervous
System, (Y) Rectal Cancer.

Additional from 4/12/99 “Stars & Stripes

Existing law entitles veterans who engaged in
“radiation risk” activities during military service to a
presumption of service-connection for some illnesses,
said Evans, the ranking member of the House
Veterans Affairs Committee.

But for other illnesses the veterans must prove
causation by “dose reconstruction estimates,” which,
Evans said, “many reputable scientists have found
fatally flawed.”

Last year, Kenneth Kizer, VA Under Secretary for
Health, wrote that he personally recommended strong
support for a similar bill introduced by Sen. Paul
Wellstone, D-Minn., as a “matter of equity and
fairness.”

“It is not the fault of these veterans that accurate
records of their exposure were not kept and
maintained,” said Evans. “Many veterans have been
unable to obtain even medical records relating to their
exposure during military service. Files have been lost.
Radiation-related activities were classified, and
information was not made available to the veterans
seeking compensation.”

According to Kizer, “the scientific methodology that is
the basis for adjudicating radiation exposure cases
may be sound, [but] the problem is that the exposure
cannot be reliably determined for many individuals,
and it never will be able to be determined, in my
judgment. Thus, no matter how good the method is, if
the input is not valid then the determination will be
suspect.”
”Our atomic veterans were put in harm’s way in the
service of our government,” Evans said. “But our
government failed to collect the data and provide the
follow-up that would enable our atomic veterans to
effectively pursue claims for the harms which
resulted.”

Evans said he agrees with this statement in the 1995
final report of the Advisory Committee on Human
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Radiation Experiments: “When the nation exposes
servicemen and women to hazardous substances,
there is an obligation to keep appropriate records of
both the exposures and the long-term medical
outcomes.”

“Our nation failed to keep the records of the
exposures of our atomic veterans,” Evans said. “They
should not suffer for that neglect. We must right the
injustices visited on our atomic veterans since the

From Stars & Stripes (cont’d
final days of World War II. Congress should enact a
simple, straight forward presumption of
service-connection for illnesses which are likely to be
due to radiation risk activity.”

Editor’s Platform:
Contact!  Contact!  Contact!  Contact!

Now is the time to contact your Representatives &
Senators expressing your desires for more funding for
the Department of Veterans Affairs to be designated
for Compensation & Medical Treatment and the
support of HB 1286. Also, inform them of your wish
that they enact legislation, and or support same,
which would eliminate the Dose Reconstruction
Activity and take that funding and give it to the VA
for compensation and medical treatment. We
should not be using taxpayer funds to keep this part
of the bureaucracy in business any longer. Let us
know how your Representatives & Senators reacted
to Veterans legislation in order that we may include
the results in our “New Progressive Profile of
Legislative Votes” which we intend to publish the
results of in forthcoming editions.

Editor: It is definitely a sad state of affairs when the
U.S.Government (Administration, Congress, Defense
Department, etc.) can easily find the funds for “pet”
projects, Shooting off our waning stockpile of missels
all over the place without forethought of reproducing
the replacements for same, cutting the budget over
several years for defense spending (with a military
that is thrown into every backyard fiasco without the
inventory and backup personnel to keep the fighting
machines adequately functional [recent reports are
bringing this to light] placing our military “in harms
way” at several locations in the world arena without
the necessary backup, worry about the humanitarian
situation of refugees from these events, even
spending funds to bring some of them to this country -
bragging about how good our economy is, and has
been, which has created a “surplus” - yet, the
Administration and the majority of or Congressional

Delegation continually reduce funds for Veterans
Affairs (compensation & medical treatment, in
particular) causing the VA to lay off approximately
8,000 persons currently working in VA Medical
Facilities. The United States is not taking care of the
promises to veterans who made this country what it is
today and, in my view, nor will the veterans of the
current fiasco’s be taken care of either. Compared to
the ‘bragged about surplus’, funds taken from this
surplus to adequately fund compensation and
medical treatment in VA Medical Programs would be
just “a drop in the bucket” and would go a long way
towards reestablishing the “faith in our government”
for years of promises neglected. It is very apparent
that the Politicians can easily find funding for all
but the promises previously made to veterans -
those Hero’s and their survivors -  whose efforts
gave these Politicians the lucrative luxury they
enjoy rather than the alternative that might have
been for Them - as Slave Laborers for some
Foreign Power.

5/5/99: At a meeting at the VA Medical Facility
(Albuquerque, NM) we were informed of a changing
of the name of the Medical Facility to a new name.
This is happening to all VA Medical Facilities. The
cost for the paper, printing, new signs, and other
alone - might go a long way towards replacing the
funds that have been taken away from compensation
and medical treatment. And to “add insult to injury”
the new names will end with “System”. For those of
us who are “fed up with the System of the past - now
that irritating word is forever in our faces. As you can
readily see (again), the “great thinkers in
Washington, D.C.”, whose pay comes from our taxes,
still do not consider us in their actions and changes.
Just reading, and absorbing, this paragraph alone (in
this edition) should get the “dander up” enough for
most to really harass their Congressional Delegation
and assist you in how you will vote in future elections.

With all of the hoopla of the Kosovo endeavor, I
(Editor) have not heard mention of any additional
funding for compensation and medical treatment for
the “participants” after the end (which we all hope is
more positive than the conflicts we have been
involved in since 1945.
 *    *    *    *    *    *    *
“The reason most people play golf is to wear clothes
they would not be caught dead in otherwise”

“The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four
Americans is suffering from some form of mental
illness. Think of your three best friends. If they are
OK, then it’s you [Ed: time to apply for “PTSD”].”
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 The White House
 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
 Washington, DC 20500
 202-456-1414

Office of the President
The President-William J. Clinton     202-456-1414
Office of the Vice President
The Vice President-Albert Gore, Jr.  202-456-2326
Chief of Staff-Ron Klain  202-456-6605

Senate Armed Services Committee
Phone: 202-224-3871    Room SR-228
http://www.senate.gov/-armed_services 
Republicans  Democrats
John W. Warner, VA, Chair. Carl Levin, MI, Rnk. Mem.
Strom Thurmond, SC Edward M. Kennedy, MA
John McCain, AZ  Jeff Bingaman, NM
Robert C. Smith, NH Robert C. Byrd, WV
James M. Inhofe, OK Charles S. Robb, VA
Rick Santorum, PA  Joseph I. Lieberman, CT
Olympia J. Snowe, ME Max Cleland, GA
Pat Roberts, KS  Mary Landrieu, LA
Wayne Allard, CO  Jack Reed, RI
Tim Hutchinson, AR
Jeff Sessions, AL

Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee
Phone: 202-224-9126    Room: SR-412   FAX: 224-8908
http://www.senate.gov/-veterans
Republicans  Democrats
Arlen Specter, PA, Chair. John D. Rockefeller IV,WV,
Strom Thurmond, SC  Rnk. Mem.
Frank H. Murkowski, AK Bob Graham, FL
Jim M. Jeffords, VT  Daniel K. Akaka, HI
Ben Nighthorse Campbell, CO Paul David Wellstone, MN
Larry E. Craig, ID  Patty Murray, WA
Tim Hutchinson, AR

House Armed Services Committee
Phone: 202-2225-4151    Room: 2120 RHOB    FAX:225-9077
http:/www.house.gov/hasc
Republicans  Democrats 
Floyd Spence, 2nd-SC,Chair. Ike Skelton, 4th-MO,
Bob Stump, 3rd-AZ   Rnk. Mem.
Duncan Hunter, 52nd-CA Norman Sisisky, 4th-VA
John R. Kasich, 12th-OH John M. Spratt Jr.., 5th-SC
Herbert H. Bateman, 1st-VA Solomon P. Ortiz, 27th-TX
James V. Hansen, 1st-UT Owen B. Pickett, 2nd-VA
Curt Weldon, 7th-PA Lane Evans, 17th-IL
Joel Hefley, 5th-CO  Gene Taylor, 5th-MS
Jim Saxton, 3rd-NJ  Neil Abercrombie, 1st-HI
Steve Buyer, 5th-IN  Marty Meehan, 5th-MA
Tillie Fowler, 4th-FL  Robert A. Underwood, Del.-GU
Jon McHugh, 24th-NY Patrick J. Kennedy,1st-RI

James Talent, 2nd-MO Rod R. Blagojevich, 5th-IL
Terry Everett, 2nd-AL Silvestre Reyes, 16th-TX
Roscoe Bartlett, 6th-MD Thomas H. Allen, 1st-ME
Howard McKeon, 25th-CA Vic Snyder, 2nd-AR
J.C. Watts, 4th-OK  Jim Turner, 2nd-TX
William Thornberry, 13th-TX Adam Smith, 9th-WA
John N. Hostettler, 8th-IN Lorettta L. Sanchez, 46th-CA
Saxby Chambliss-GA James A. Maloney, 5th-CT
Van Hilleary, 4th-TN  Mike McIntyre, 7th-NC
Joe Scarborough, 1st-FL Ciro D.Rodriquez, 28th-TX
Walter Jones Jr., 3rd-NC Cynthia McKinney, 4th-GA
Lindsey Graham, 3rd-SC Ellen O. Tauscher, 10th-CA
Jim R. Ryun, 2nd-KS Robert A. Brady, 1st-PA
Bob Riley, 3rd-AL  Robert E. Andrews, 1st-NJ
James A. Gibbons, 2nd-NV Baron Hill, 9th-IN
Mary Bono, 44th-CA  Mike Thompson, 1st-CA
Joseph R. Pitts, 16th-PA John B. Larson, 1st-CT
Robin Hayes, 8th-NC
Steven T. Kuykendall, 36th-CA
Don Sherwood, 10th-PA

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Phone: 202-225-3527    Room: 335 CHOB    FAX: 225-2629
http:/veterans.house.gov
Republicans  Democrats
Bob Stump, 3rd-AZ,Chair.  Lane Evans, 17th-IL,Rnk. Mem.
Chrisopher H. Smith, 4th-NJ Bob Filner, 50th-CA
Michael Bilirakis, 9th-FL Luis Gutierrez, 4th-IL
Floyd Spence, 2nd-SC Corrine Brown, 3rd-FL
Terry Everett, 2nd-AL Mike Doyle, 18th-PA
Steve Buyer, 5th-IN  Collin Peterson, 7th-MN
Jack Quinn, 30th-NY Julia M. Carson, 10th-IN
Spencer Bachus, 6th-AL Silvestre Reyes, 16th-TX
Cliff Stearns, 6th-FL  Vic Snyder, 2nd-AR
Jerry Moran, 1st-KS  Ciro D. Rodriquez, 28th-TX
J.D. Hayworth, 6th-AZ Ronnie Shows, 4th-MS
Helen Chenoweth, 1st-ID Shelley Berkley, 1st-NV
Ray LaHood, 18th-IL Vacancy
James V. Hansen, 1st-UT Vacancy
Howard McKeon, 25th-CA
James A. Gibbons, 2nd-NV
Mike Simpson, 2nd-ID

Editor: We elect, then send people to Washington, DC as:
President, Representatives and Senators to do the work for the
Country in a Bi-partisan manner. To me, the 105th Congress was a
“High Point in the Comedy of Errors” which currently, and in the
future, the constituents can do without. Apparently, very few have
ever been connected with the “Business World” as that type of
action would have been the demise of their business venture(s).
Perhaps this is the reason why most of them became politicians -
they couldn’t make it on the outside. Fortunately, there are a
“dedicated few” attempting to perform for the well being of the
Country and Veterans. To Senator Wellstone & Representative
Evans and their cosponsors for their efforts on behalf of Atomic
Veteran Legislation we “salute and support you”. Please send
“thank you’s” to these folks for their support of Atomic Veterans

     106th Congress - 1999
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State & Area Commanders:

If your State does not have a State Commander, contact the one in the nearest State. To
volunteer to be a State Commander or an Area Commander in your State, call
10800-784-NAAV or write to N AAV, P.O. Box 2558, Ventnor, NJ 08406-0558.

Alabama
O.T. Weeks
300 Pineapple Hwy
Greenville, AL 36037
334-382-6021
Alaska
Terry T. Brady
3842 Wesleyan Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508
907-333-9462
Arizona
William A. Harper
9308 Navajo Pl.
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
602-895-0676
Arkansas
Frederick Hensley
Rt. 3. Box 242
Mena, AR 71953
501-394-2896
California
Ray L. Case
Box 1355
Folsum, CA 95776
619-575-3956
Colorado
Vacancy
Connecticut
Jerry Stoddard
P.O. Box 2332
Manchester, CT
06045-2332
860-646-7710
Delaware
Edward M. Kulko
4500 Roslyn Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19804
302-994-8590
Florida
Dorothy M. Stanco
9841 San Mateo Way
Port Richey, FL 34668
813-845-4274
Georgia
Kenneth P. Price
2326 New Statenville
Hwy
Valdosta, GA 31601

912-244-7327
Hawaii
Vacancy
Idaho
Henry L Gimmel
7200 Court Ave.
Boise, ID 83704
208-375-0556
Illinois
Aubrey F. Biggs Sr.
10482 Chaney Ave.
Zion, IL 60099
847-623-8936
*Jack A. Schumann
2922 Scott Cresecent
Flossmore, IL 60422
708-798-8865
Indiana
Jack R. Foree
1110 Laughery Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46208
317-243-8492
Iowa
Vacancy
Kansas
Vacancy
Kentucky
William D. Cummins
2422 N. Ft. Thomas
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075
606-781-4715
Louisiana
Bernard Chapman
117 Mark Twain Drive
River Ridge, LA 70123
504-737-1725
Maine
Philip R. Sharpe
99  2nd Ave.
Augusta, ME 04330
207-622-7713

Maryland
Charles R. McKay
304 Marlinspike Rd.
Severna Park, MD
21146
410-647-8268

Massachusetts
Ronald T. Benoit
RR3 Box 3141
Holland, MA 01521
413-245-7819
Michigan
Guy M. Davis
6451 Theisen Rd.
Elmira, MI 49730
616-546-3629
Minnesota
Vacancy
Mississippi
Vacancy
*Charles I. Jenkins
111 Jenkins Rd.
Brandon, MS 39042
601-825-8264
Missouri
Paul J. Birdsall
RR 5 Box 522
Carthage, MO 64836
417-358-3439
Montana
James H. Loveridge
320 Cody Circle
Billings, MT 59105
406-252-0212
Nebraska
James R. Olsen
4401 Marcy St.
Omaha, NE 68105
401-551-6496
Nevada
Vacancy
New Hampshire
James J. Kelly
14 Lenzi Point
Barrington, NH 03825
603-664-8019

New Jersey
Rudy Florentine
126 N. Avolyn Ave.
Ventnor City, NJ 08406
609-822-9714
*Joseph Iacangelo

P.O. Box 273
Bradley Beach, NJ
07720
908-458-4893
*James J. Nash
21 Ironwood Way
Little Falls, NJ 07424
201-256-4147
New Mexico
Glen D. Howard
7 Peach Blossom Rd.
Los Lunas, NM 87031
505-865-8138
*Richard U. Conant
(Central)
2424 Venetian Way SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
505-877-3707
*Ted Garcia (South)
4075 Windridge Circle
Las Cruces, NM 880112
505-382-1899
New York
Col. John S. Edwards
889 Randell Rd.
Niskayuna, NY 12309
518-393-3907
*William D. Nelson
56B Rye Colony
Rye, NY 10580-4006
914-967-6273
North Carolina
Lee M. Meadows
11408 Gladewater Dr.
Matthews, NC 28105
704-847-8835
North Dakota
Raymond A. Folkestad
901 2nd Ave. East
Williston, ND 58801
701-572-6060



the Atomic Veteran "Unsung Hero of the Cold War!"            Page  10

Vol. 20  No. 2   1999       "the Atomic Veteran seeks no special favor...simply Justice"

Ohio
Vacancy
Oklahoma
Charles L. Bettis
6717 NW 128th Terrace
Oklahoma City, OK
73110
405-737-5975
Oregon
Frederick H. Schafer
130 Cleveland St.
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-258-7453
*Keith R. Whittle
7342 N. Alma
Portland, OR 97203
503-289-2720
*Roger Reppeto
38569 Weirich Dr.
Lebanon, OR 97335
541-259-3656
*James L. Bradley
339 Alameda
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
541-884-3253
Pennsylvania
Herbert L. Stradley
2517 Dunks Ferry Rd.
Bensalem, PA 19020
215-638-2521
Rhode Island
Ronald T. Benoit
RR3 Box 3141
Holland, MA 01521
413-245-7819
South Carolina
Edward Vic Fenton
656 Boulevard St. NE
Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-534-7707
South Dakota
Janet Leih
P.O. Box 164
Canton, SD 57013-0164
605-987-5070
Tennessee
Claude R. Burpee, Sr.
2108 Chippendale Dr.
Maryville, TN 37803
615-984-8646
Texas
Edna L. Kidwell
5000 Fawn Meadow,

Apt. 233
San Antonio, TX 78240
210-696-6708
*Edward R. Zeek
5820 Vista Clara
El Paso, TX 79912-4863
915-833-0293
Utah
Robert C. Carter
4609 Thornwood Ave.
Salt Lake City, UT 84123
801-268-3958
Vermont
Ronald T. Benoit
RR3 Box 3141
Holland, MA 01521
413-245-7819
Virginia
Eric W. Furman II
P.O. Box 55
Somerset, VA 22972
540-672-9272
Washington
Frank W. Materne
3924 W. Queen Ave.
Spokane, WA 99205
West Virginia
Donald R. Tennant
124 Watson Ave.
Fairmont, WV 26554
304-363-3712
Wisconsin
Norman Dukes
200 Lake Dr.
S. Milwaukee, WI
53172-1236
414-762-0192
Wyoming
Vacancy

Attention State
Commanders
Dale Howard, and
myself, in New Mexico
are writing our
Representatives &
Senators advising them

that we are going to be
contacting them in
regards to pending
Legislation for Veterans,
advising them of our
thoughts and desires,
and requesting their
written voting
preferences for and
against same. We are
advising them that we
are searching the WEB
for impending Legislation
and the voting records
for and against same.
We are advising them
that we are constructing
a “tally sheet” to monitor
the Legislative Process
and that we intend to
publish the Vote (for and
against) and the results
of communications
directed to them with
their response or no
response. We will be
publishing same in this
Newsletter as well as
that of the New Mexico
Atomic Veteran
Newsletter. In order that
we may produce this
information on a National
Scale we are asking the
State Commanders to
assist us with this
information from their
Representatives and
Senators activities and
pass same on to us for
inclusion. We intend to
distribute this information
to all of the National
Service Organizations.
Our hopes are that this
will be a means to notify
the Administration and
Congress that the
“veterans mean
business” and that those
who are not in our favor
are going to be cited for
same. We will also

praise those whose
efforts are on our side.

Please send information
to the NAAV Editor.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

Make an effort to
contact your
Congressional
Delegation explaining
your desires that “they
introduce or sponsor
legislation” to “close
down that part of the
beauracracy that
establishes and
maintains dose
reconstruction
because of it’s known
erroneous information
and divert those funds
to the VA earmarked
“for compensation and
medical treatment of
Atomic Veterans.
Let’s get together on this
issue, eliminate a few
beauracrats from our
payroll, and place these
funds where they will do
all of us good!!! We can
get this accomplished if
each of you will contact
your delegation. Let us
know of the reponses
which you receive back.
If you do not make
contact, then your right
to complain about
erroneous dose
estimates is not valid.
Fight for what is Right!

State & Area Commanders:
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National Association of Atomic Veterans
Membership Application

1. Name______________________ Spouse______________________Date____________
2. Address__________________________________________________ Zip___________
3. Tp(      )_________FAX(    )_________e-mail______________Date of Birth_________
4. Branch of Service__________________Dates__________________________________  
 Service #_________________________SSN________________
5. Ship, Marine & Army Divisions & Units, Air Force Squadrons, etc._________________
6. Place and conditions under which you were exposed to radiation___________________
7. Illnesses that may have been caused by your exposure to radiation__________________
8. Illnesses and birth defects of children and grandchildren, if any_____________________
9. Claims filed with VA? When?_____________________________if denied, explain why   
 and send copy of VA’s denial letter__________________________________________
10. Reasons for filing claims___________________________________________________
11. If atomic veteran related to you is deceased; please send copy of death certificate with   
 Date of Death__________________________Cause of Death_____________________
 Illnesses that preceded death________________________________________________
12. Name, address and telephone number of person who filled out this form if different from   
 above: ________________________________________________________________
13. I give NAAV permission to publish any of the above information:
 Signature____________________________________________Date_______________
14. NAAV may also publish my name, address and telephone number:
 Signature____________________________________________Date_______________

 Annual dues $15.00. Life Memberships $200.00, payable in quarterly installments of   
 $25.00 or more. Do not send cash. Make check or money order payable to NAAV and   
 send to: NAAV, P.O. Box  2558, Ventnor, NJ 08406-0558.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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