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JULY 16 WILL BE
ATOMIC VETERANS DAY
. IN VIRGINIATHISYEAR

Gillie Jenkins Del Roxann Robinson

Virginia has designated July 16 as National Atomic Veterans Day in honor of military personnel who
were involved in the development, or were affected by the deployment, of the nuclear bombs that ended
World War Il. (Continued on Page 2.)

From the Desk of the Commander: NAAV is growing support of our campaign and
membership. Our current checking account is rising. We have not needed to touch our saving
account during the last year. NAAV is still 100% volunteers. No one here is drawing a salary. In
visiting with Fred | found that we sustained close to 1430 members at the start of the year. Since
the renewal of the newsletter, we have grown by some 30 to 40 new members. Fred continues by
wishing to thank the Board State Commanders, Area Commanders and Newsletter Editors for all
you effort. He wishes to let you know that without you we would not be here. | would like to prompt
you that Commander Fred writes on our web-page (www.naav.com) “Desk of the Commander.” He
keeps you updated with timely information and | encourage to read his messages.

Change of Address, Membership Published quarterly by the NAAV

or Renewal....Write or E-Malil
Deadlines are the 1st of every 4th month and any material

submitted after that time may be delayed until next issue.

National Commander NAAV All submissions are to be e-mailed to newsboynaav@gmail.
Fred Schafer «130 Cleveland Street com or mail to Darryl Hirst ---- Managing Editor 1925
Lebanon, OR 97355-4505 S. Saint Charles, Spokane Valley Road, WA 99037. All
Phone: 541-258-7453 photos must be sent in JPEG format preferably at 300dpi or

. mail us an original and we will copy it and get it back to you.
E-Mail: derf@trcschafer.com




National Association of Atomic Veterans Reunion 2015

Don’t

EORGET! Our Reunion will be held on September 17, 18 and 19th at the Doubletree by Hilton Washington,

DC. - Crystal City. The meeting agenda on Thursday from 4pm until 8pm will be the registration in

Let Gillie Jenkins know if you will be attending. On Thursday the 17th you may check in at the hotel.
Friday the 18th can be used for a full day of sightseeing in Washington DC. The regular business
meeting will be, at the hotel on Friday at 7pm. Everyone and their guests are welcome to attend

the business meeting. The regular meeting will be held on Saturday the 19th, as will the dinner, in
WKH ODGLVRQ 5RRP &KHFN RXW RQ 6XQGD\ PRUQLQJ 7KH

'RXEOHWUHH LV ORFDWHG MXVW DFURVV WKH 3RWRPDF IURP
complimentary shuttle service to and from the airport.

Gillie Jenkins is offering free NAAV a tee shirt to pfgﬁﬁfug

WKH ¢UVW UHJLVWUDQ\ NOW... 1
before attending the meeting providing the size of
tee you wish M, L, or XL.

—— Nt r

Information
Contact Gillie Jenkins, Director of State Commanders, 1-804-3348585, atomicgillie@verizon.net
DoubleTree by Hilton Washington DC - Crystal City 300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA 22202 tel: 703-416-4100
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Haskell Watts with Gillie Jenkins would like to share a few words
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BAKER ARTICLE « Submitted by: Thomas Baker

On April 22, 1952 my father, Donald Bakdgr,to secrecy. The letter he sent Mom on the 25th when
witnessed the detonation of a nuclear weapon fjame got back to Clovis AFB, NM.
was in the tactical operation phase of Exergise
Desert Rock IV of the Charlie Shot of Operatipn

kiloton bomb was dropped from a B-50 over Ala
7 and detonated at 3,447 feet above ground at (©30.

unit involved. Most of the troops involved wefe
from either the Army or Marines. The event was

of the media and 200 distinguished guests jere
invited and it was written about in the May 5, 1962

Smith of Maine who authored the book “Hope gnd
Fear” wrote of attending the detonation with fellgw

as His drawing on the letter

rdvly dad wrote, “I was among the GI's who were 3

# miles from ground zero. It was an experience

I'll never forget. Believe me. [l try to give you

an explanation of the atomic bomb. We were dug

in 3 %2 miles from “ground zero” in trenched about

4 % ft deep. During the last two minutes the radio
was cut in on the B-50 and then came the countdown,
8,7,6,5, 4,3, 2, 1, bomb away. Then a silence, |
FDQIW H[SODLQ , KDG RQ DOO
& covering for my eyes. | had my face in my lap,

with a pair of leather gloves over my eyes, yet |
vDZ WKH ADVK 7KHQ VHFRQGV
wave and dirt was blown into the foxhole. The blast
wave returned to the explosion area and rushed over,
then the most horrid, wicked thunder followed like

a million rain thunders in one. The ground began to
tremble with a continuing rumble. This all happened

in about 7 seconds. | rose up out of my shelter and
saw the greatest, most powerful sight in the history

Rl PDQNLQG 7KH ¢UH EDOO GD
upward. The whole valley below me was in an
uproar. Then the ball formed a giant ring going up
35,000 ft into the heavens. It almost took an hour for
the valley to clear up. After word we hiked into the
valley to “ground zero”. There was destruction that

| can’t start to explain. There were various tanks and
armored vehicles, jeeps, goats, etc. twisted, burned to
As written in the May 5th edition of Life Magazing, a state | can’t start to explain. To be perfectly honest,
37KH ¢UVW SXEOLF SHUIRUPQQQ Wwhs Relvei\niore fEgRtEried VhHhty Rifd Guring the
safe and almost easy.” The television broadgaskplosion. Thank God we have this weapon on our
was on the leading edge of technology as it waq tls&de. | hope it is never dropped on human beings
¢cUVW PDMRU HYHQW WR HYHUagkii” OLYH QDWLRQZLGH 7KH
technology was just becoming available and bging
tested beyond it's known capabilities. Unlike otgeFloyd Boland went out to Operation Bigshot with my
nuclear detonations, the military personnel wgréather and described the following. “I remembered
encouraged to tell of their experience and not swotpeing out there for about one week staying in 16 man
--Continued on Page 4--

GUESTS ON NEWS NOB waiting for the hlast
||||||||||| I AEC Chairman Gondon Dean (front row,

Photo from Life Magazine



BAKER ARTICLE » (Continued)

~Continued from Page 3-- physiological effects of witnessing a detonation
VTXDG WHQWYV DW &DPS 'HVHWLW dgoRdriNto Ehe inzpEct ErBeG [tWés alsk to prove
through indoctrination training classes on the affdct® the public that a blast could be survived. There
and the process of what was going to happen. WhehHUH VRPH VFLHQWL¢F H[SHULPHC(
we were off they provided shuttle buses into ljasanceled at the last moment. The articles were saved
Vegas which ran until 11pm. We were up at 6 am{fdsy my father and are more propaganda pieces than
roll call and the paratroopers would go by at abpuwctual reporting.
4 am trying to rouse them. One of the lieutengnts
hollered out, "Pick up your feet, we are still tryi
to sleep”. Needless to say there was a lot of i
service rivalry going on. The day before the blz
they took us out to see what ground zero looked
EHIRUH WKH GHWRQDWLRQ $
animals were tethered in every 3rd to 4th trench
RWKHU WUHQFKHYV ZHUH 0O _
an M4 Sherman Tank that was set in the middle o SN
DVSKDOW SDUNLQJ DUHD D E e
asphalt was the target for the detonation and pai
with a bull's eye. The tank was painted greenfs

dug trenches 60-80 feet long, about 30-40 feet g
from each other for the troops to get into. All of §f
HOHFWULFDO HTXLSPHQW DQ
off after the bomb had been release because
were afraid that it might set it off prematurely.
preparation, we pulled up our collars, covered ¢ '

and hunkered down in the trenches. A couple ol {)§ POWEI‘ Tel'l'lfylllg
guys from the unit didn’t get into the trenches e e SR N L G,
time. Their exposed skin received third degree DU Kws 555 Nevas proving |12t fpund, etigek s Y e e e
and looked red as a beet. Then the shockwaves §& s A 24 W i all?“;té‘“;rg.ﬁgy:';rﬁﬁé?;:‘:; g.fé’:?{w;:}r{i‘f'}’g“ﬁmh ’%5
DQG ADWWHQHG WKHP ZKLFK [eopls o the world can soon (i 10850 (S0 &) P targer. o o
hit by a semi. Needless to say they had to be se A |general of the Sixih Army, o A8 vas i
the hospital but | never knew what became of th| s soms i e ha. ioxioie. eporied. - The kids came| 560" 2oy viai scemite i

HG

safely feel, watch, and hear|joceph M. Swing, commanding ¥
writing on the wall of

an atomic blast. general of the Sixth Army, who| THE DROP PLANE was trailed
At 2 Y% miles there was a B17 that was buckled® “~sesd "~ “Peceon| | Flown to the toot ot News Nop |SEmEE b Seord Immediate 19
two, at 2 miles the animals were burnt severel s Ryl S ol Pl B R AL ¢ Bt
one side and were dazed. At 1 %2 miles they Slared.that Succes of s ten | unce grigped the crowd: iy
. . mission and o similar tes e squeaking of a radio tape
dead. Helicopters came over head with sharpsho Tl open & whole new fleld.of | recorder broks the qulet.
to put the animals out of their misery. The tank
been pushed about for about 300 feet to the e
the asphalt at the edge of the dirt. It had sank

weapons to military use. Forty-two seconds elapsed

The last minutes preceding the|the time of release until the eanh
explosion were almost as dramatic |shaking detonation which mad
'8 the actual detonation of the most observers dreadfully awar
amb, Newsmen, some 200 of them |of a power they had never knowy
rom across the coyptry, arrived|before.

damage, we were marched through ground zero
back again.”

Troops Uninjured by A- Blast

C. FAY lmy ‘ﬂrxmbunknl\mlo:tmf me-u-q;ﬂ of Him
Nagasakl who
pege

Aot bm. e Ath ror

TOM BOME SITE, Nev lﬂm!ﬁ atom bomb, EAP. [.1{'

Ing heat and hiast of munl cmelny was exploded today ns 1.500 ¥
n tox hales Slon A stomic warfane “batile Irant.” g

The soMbies were, Cniesr t by the mighty explosion, proving that
faxholes can shalicr men from even mr wor‘ln wwnmlw mn“ nt fhat ordinary.
wenpon, Seconds after the ea?lm 8 Swing, Sixth Arv i ¥
B50 and detonated at 3, nnl.y ahvu\ 3*& mllu Imm the ihat l:‘l: rieted PM”; ot In & m-m erdlous cloud as the explosien
iy ot el e 04 BB ammered the desert fioor, saicl, “The worst most o s gon wat &
,ﬁmmmmnmmﬂmwhmnmhﬁm except in  mouthful of dirt.”

On May 19 at Clovis AFB he went to see the moyie
“Without Warning” where a news reel of the atonjic
blast he had been at was shown. Watching it rally
gave him the shakes.

The pictures below are of the actual detonafon
he witnessed. The stated reason the Charlie phot
was done was to measure the troop reactionsjand
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