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4th QUARTER

Members Publication of the National Association of Atomic & Nuclear Veterans

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDER

It's that time of the year again. We want to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

We had a very nice time this year at the Albany, Oregon Veterans Day Parade. We met with the Marshall
Islanders again. What a wonderful group of People. They are very supportive of NAA&NV and what we are
doing to help them.

A
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This year, after convention and with the British attending, | asked the NAA&NV board for help getting
Myself and the Vice Commander, Keith Kiefer, to attend the British Convention in England. While we’re
that close, we want to meet with the French Nuclear Veterans and give them a special invitation to attend
our next convention. The board responded with a yes vote. So Keith and | will be going to Paris and
London May 11th of 2018, first to meet with the French Atomic and Nuclear Vets and then to attend the
British Convention May 18th through May 20th, 2018. On the 20th we will meet again with the French and
the British to encourage them to attend next September convention. This is something that should have
happened several years ago. Now it is happening this coming year. Both My Wife, Barbara, and Keith’s
wife, Mary Ann, will join us. Keith and | will be paying their costs.

(Continued on Page 6)



STATE COMMANDERS

ALABAMA

Ronald H. Holmes

11349 Woodbank Dr.

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405-9528
Phone: 205-758-6823

E-Mail: sgme9holmes@charter.net

ALASKA

Terry T. Brady

3842 Wesleyan Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508-4821
Phone: 902-333-9462

E-Mail: terrybrady9462@gmail.com

ARIZONA

Carl E. Waddell

21240 N. 134 Way

Sun City, AZ 85375

Phone: 502-321-0814

E-Mail: cewaddell1@yahoo.com

ARKANSAS

W. C. “Jake” Lamkins
1202 Scrimshaw Cove #4
Fayetteville, AR 72701
Phone: 479-879-8358
E-Mail: jake@lamkins.com

CALIFORNIA

Leo “Bud” Feurt

12709 Kaitz Street

Paway, CA 92064

Phone: 858-748-7204
E-Mail: bufeurt@yahoo.com

COLORADO

Beverly A. Gray

1754 45th Avenue

Greeley, CO 80634-3281
Phone: 970-330-1057

E-Mail: bevnan@comcast.net

CONNECTICUT

Ron T. Benoit

5 Brimfield Road

Holland, MA 01521-3011

Phone: 413-245-7819

E-Mail: atomicvet024@gmail.com

DELEWARE

Richard L. Goetsch

2611 Buckingham Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042-3597
Phone: 410-465-7393

E-Mail: s_rgoetsch@msn.com

FLORIDA

Fred Gosain

2024 Cordero Court

The Villages, FL 32159

Phone: 352-751-4422

E-Mail: fredgosain@gmail.com

GEORGIA

Kenneth P. Price

495 Pinebrook Drive
Valdosta, GA 31602

Phone: 912-381-6337

E-Mail: pprice@surfsouth.com

GUAM

Robert N. Celestial

P.O. Box 7250

Tamuning, GU 96931

Phone: 671-688-7277

E-Mail: pprice@surfsouth.com

HAWAII

Robert A.Kilthau

1310 Haloa Drive

Honolulu, HI 96818-1909
Phone: 808-422-6149

E-Mail: rakaloha@yahoo.com

IDAHO

Bill H. Sills, Il

P.O. Box 219

Eastport, ID 83826-0219
Phone: 208-267-5035
E-Mail: whs3@yahoo.com

ILLINOIS

William J. Fish

17362 Brook Crossing Court
Orland Park, IL 60467
Phone: 708-479-0193
E-Mail: nuked1953@att.net

INDIANA

William L. Brand

7641 South Harmony Road
Bloomington, IN 60467
Phone: 812-824-7811
E-Mail: wibj2435@aol.com

IOWA

Gilbert F. Amdanhl

414 North 17th Ct.

Esterville, IA 51334

Phone: 712-362-5607

E-Mail: gilbertamdshl@hotmail.com
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KANSAS

Dallas W. Brown

1800 North 83rd Terrace
Kansas City, KS 66112

Phone: 913-334-9928

E-Mail: papabugg22@msn.com

KENTUCKY

Raymond E. Wilder

38 Jordon Court
Jamestown, KY 42639-2437
Phone: 270-566-4343
E-Mail: buckskin@me.com

LOUISIANA

Paul C. Sparacino

4014 Indian Run Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70816-3572
Phone: 225-755-0242

E-Mail: sparrow743@att.net

MAINE

Ron T. Benoit

15 Brimfield Road

Holland, MA 01521

Phone: 413-245-7819

E-Mail: atomicvet024@gmail.com

MARYLAND

Richard L. Goetsch

2611 Buckingham Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042-3597
Phone: 410-465-7393

E-Mail: s_rgoetsch@msn.com

MASSACHUSETTS

Ron T. Benoit

15 Brimfield Road

Holland, MA 01521

Phone: 413-245-7819

E-Mail: atomicvet024@gmail.com

MICHIGAN

Robert H. Jackson

425 Everett Trail

Hale, MI 48739-9199
Phone: 248-622-0055
E-Mail: rjackso6@msn.com

MINNESOTA

James Hamann

P.O. Box 172

Dayton, MI 55327-0172
Phone: 612-406-1041
E-Mail: No E-Mail Address

|(Continued on Page 3)

ATOMIC VETERAN LEGISLATIVE CORNER

On the Federal level HR632 in the House and
S283 in the Senate titled Mark Takai Atomic
Veterans Healthcare Parity Act now have 229 and
10 cosponsors respectively. This legislation adds
the Enewetak Atoll Radiological Cleanup Veterans
to the list of Atomic Veterans included for Tittle 38
presumed diseases. It remains to be seen how
Senator AL Franken’s (D MN) resignation will affect
the Senate Bill.

Legislation for the Atomic Veteran Service Medal
was introduced in both the House and Senate.
Both AMAC and the American Legion have been
very supportive. The House version, HR2754 has
bipartisan support with Congressman McGovern
(D MA-2) coauthoring the Bill with Congressman
Emmer (R MN-6) it has nine cosponsors. The
Senate version, S1283 introduced by Senator
Markey (D MA) is the only sponsor. The House bill
(HR2754) text was introduced as an amendment
to the NDAA (National Defense Authorization Act
of 2017) with a vote of 424 to 0 in favor of the
amendment. We were unsuccessful in getting an
amendment to the Senate NDAA bill. This then
required the NDAA bill to go to a Reconciliation
Conference Committee. Despite letters from
Congressman McGoven and Emmer and Senator
Markey, as well as, a letter of support from AMAC
(Association of Mature American Citizens) the text
was stripped from the final bill. Senator John McCain
and Congressman Mac Thornberry did not support
the bill in committee. Congressman McGoven and
Emmer and Senator Markey have sent a letter to
President Trump urging him to pass this thru an
Executive Order.

National Atomic Veterans Day continues to be on
the radar, no Bill has been introduced on the Federal
level, nor do we have any expected introduction
date. On the State Level Minnesota House and

Senate introduced Bills to change Chapter 10 of
the Statues to Include July 16th as Atomic Veterans
Day. These Bills made it out of committee. The
Senate version was voted on as a stand alone Bill,
all 67 Senators voted in favor. While the House
Bill was attached to another Bill Passing only to
be vetoed by the Governor. Another attempt was
made to included the House Bill in an Omnious
Bill. This effort was unsuccessful. We received
a Proclamation from the Governor, like last year.
Another attempt will be made to make it permanent
in Feb 2018.

Rep. Schaffer of Ohio introduced a bill for Atomic
Veterans Day and a concurrent resolution urging
Congress to pass the Atomic Veteran Healthcare
Parity Act. Earlier this year Wisconsin passed a
one year resolution good for 2017 declaring July
16th 2017 Atomic Veterans Day. On October 18,
2017 the Michigan Legislature passed Senate
Resolution 0073. A resolution to memorialize the
United States Congress to do all it can to support
atomic veterans, their spouses, and dependents in
receiving medical care and disability compensation.
The text content can be viewed at: http://www.
legislature.mi.gov/(S(ebejsf2tfccyxwa1y0f31jhx))/
documents/2017-2018/resolutioncurrentversion/
Senate/PDF/2017-SCVRS-0073-6721.PDF

Delno Taylor and several Atomic Veterans facilitated
passing, in Arkansas, a section of Highway
designated as an Atomic Veterans Memorial
Highway on Nov. 13, 2017. No information as to
which Highway section this applies to.

In Oregon a bill was passed to make a section
of |-5 designated Atomic Veterans Highway,
approximately 20 miles long from Salem to Albany
Oregon. This goes into effect Jan 1, 2018.
--Submitted by Keith Kiefer, Vice Commander

LOOKING FOR A SHIPMATE

NOTE JACKET SALE

Anyone that was aboard the USS Independence
CVL-22 from April 1948 to August 1949 would you
please contact Gillie Jenkins our Director of State
Commanders at 804-334-8585 or e-mail him at
atomicgillie@verizon.net.

DAVID SCOOT won the bid for the NAAV Jackets
that Gillie put up for sale. So a $300.00 donation
went to NAAV for the sale. Thanks to you Dave
maybe you will send a picutre so we can add that to
our newsletter some time soon.



FROM THE DESK OF
THE COMMANDER

NAAV
Membership Benefit Offer

(Continued from Page 1)

| attended a meeting of the Marshall Islanders
recently. The two pictures on the bottom of page
1 were taken at that meeting H.E.Hilda Heine
President, also The ambassador Gerald Zackios
was also in attendence along with Eldon Alik
Consolate, plus about 40 Marshall Islanders.
| presented 3 NAAV Caps and 6 pins.To the
President, Her husband and the Ambassotor .

Many of our state commanders have really gone
to work this year trying to get passed the July
16th Atomic Veterans Day annually and having
designated a section of highway, Atomic Veterans
Memorial Highways. The highway in Oregon, |-5
from Albany to Salem, OR is to be named Atomic
Veterans Memorial Highway. | am very proud of
our members for the work you have permitted the
board to get done.

Thank you and a Merry Christmas and Happy New
year to all.

Fred Schafer
NAA&NV
National Commander

SHIPS STORE ITEMS

Shown as Q-Store Items on our WebSite
NAAV.COM

We have NAAV Jackets in M-L-XL-XXL sizes $45.00
NAAV Hats at $15.00

NAAV T-shirts (short or long sleeve) M-L-XL-XXLand
they are available in Army Green, Navy Blue, Marine
Red and USAF Blue for $28.00

Auto Decals 4x6 -- $10.00, 2x4 -- $6.00 and 2x3--$5.00
Windshield Stickers -- $10.00
4" Jacket Patches -- $10.00
1" Label Pins -- $10.00
License Plate -- $25.00

Jacket Patch
All items are available by sending in your order to NAAV,
INC. 130 Cleveland Street, Lebanon, OR 97355
Please include the size of any shirt or jacket you order.
All prices include Shipping & Postage Fees.

NAAV does not endorse, nor support any candidate,
business products or services. This offer is not an
endorsement and should a competitor offer the
same or similar offer it would be presented to the
membership. Use you own judgement as to whether
you want to associate with this firm.

AMAC (Association of Mature American Citizens)
is a fifties plus organization that advocates for
conservative alternatives to Tax Reform, sustainable
Social Security and other problems seniors face.

AMAC has advocated for Atomic Veterans
legislation, the most recent was writing a letter to
the reconciliation committee advocating for an
Atomic Veteran Service Medal.

AMAC has offered to provide a one year membership
free to NAAV members. The annual fee is normally
$16 for a year, $42 for three years, $59.95 for five
years, and $500 for a lifetime membership. A URL
(website address) or other means to take advantage
of this offer will be provided within the next month.

STATE COMMANDERS
(CONTINUED)

WASHINGTON

Peter H. Besas

5571 Chehalis Place
Blaine, WA 360-269-7051
Phone: 360-269-7051
E-Mail: phbesas@aol.com

WISCONSIN

Jerome W. Gehl

N406 Cty. Rd. CG
Kaukauna, WI 54130-8868
Phone: 920-766-3941
E-Mail: jerrygehi@twc.com

WEST VIRGINA WYOMING
Haskell Watts, Jr. Robert L Ruyle
216 2nd Avenue 420 Steinway Road

Logan, West Virginia 25601
hone: 304-752-5552
E-Mail: hwatts@frontier.com

Lincoln, NE 68505-2564
Phone: 402-488-7927

STATE COMMANDERS (CONTINUED)

E-Mail: bobruyle34@gmail.com

MINNESOTA

Keith Kiefer

14944 295th Avenue NW
Zimmerman MN 55398

Phone: 612-232-6596

E-Mail: kiefer4ramsey@yahoo.com

MISSISSIPPI

George A. Blaydon

508 Dahaja Circle

Clinton, MS 39056-4124
Phone: 601-924-0793

E-Mail: gblay136@comcast.net

MISSOURI

Thomas L. Bair

2921 N. Park Avenue

Joplin, MO 64801

Phone: 417-627-9577

E-Mail: tombair@hotmail.com

MONTANA

Peter H. Besas

5571 Chehalis Place
Blaine, WA 98230-9563
Phone: 360-371-5322
E-Mail: phbesas@aol.com

NEBRASKA

Robert L. Ruyle

420 Steinway Road

Lincoln, NE 68505-2564
Phone: 402-488-7927

E-Mail: bobruyle34@gmail.com

NEVADA

Joe M. Martinez

472 Chalet Drive

Mesquite, NV 89027

Phone: 702-884-5393

E-Mail: mooseumwa@icloud.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Bernard F. Wynn

18 Colonia Square
Peterborough, NH 03458
Phone: 603-924-7951

E-Mail: bfwynn1@comcast.net

NEW JERSEY

David Paszamant

320 North 5th Avenue

Highland Park, NJ 08904-2722
Phone: 732-985-4604

E-Mail: davidtasz@optonline.net

NEW MEXICO

Glen Dale Howard

7 Peach Blossom Road

Los Lunas, NM

Phone: 505-865-8138

E-Mail: leprechaun40@juno.com

NEW YORK

Ed A. Gettler

27 Entrance Way * PO Box 11
Mahopac Falls, NY 10542-0110
Phone: 845-628-2338

E-Mail: pappypac@verizon.net

NORTH CAROLINA

John C. Wills

132 Pebble Stone Court

Willow springs, NC

Phone: 919-285-2789

E-Mail: johnwillis132@yahoo.com

NORTH DAKOTA

Fred L. Hartleib

503 12th Street N.W.

Mandan, ND 58554-1921
Phone: 701-663-5854

E-Mail: Iwingnbach@yahoo.com

OHIO

David J. Crawford

539 Primrose Lane

Tipp, OH 45371

Phone: 937-669-0048
E-Mail: naavohio@gmail.com

OKLAHOMA

Clifford R. Lewis

315 West Hurd
Edmond, OK 73003
Phone: 405-341-6679
E-Mail: clifford-I@att.net

OREGON

Fred Schafer

130 Cleveland Street
Lebanon, OR 97355-4505
Phone: 541-258-7453
E-Mail: derf@trcschafer.com

PENNSYLVANIA

Anthony B. Marceca

2219 Dixie Drive

York, PA 17042

Phone: 717-600-8668

E-Mail: anthonymarceca@eathlink.net
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RHODE ISLAND

Ron T. Benoit

15 Brimfield Road

Holland, MA 01521

Phone: 413-245-7819

E-Mail: atomicvet024@gmail.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

Thomas G. Botchie

41 Seabreeze Drive

Ormond Beach, FL

Phone: 843-607-3842

E-Mail: toppop59@gmail.com

SOUTH DAKOTA

Gerald A. Johnson

1051 West Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605-224-9533
E-Mail: dirtkid@dakota2k.net

TENNESSEE

Thomas W. Alesi, Sr.

18525 Horton Hwy

Falls Branch, TN 37656

Phone: 423-276-9430

E-Mail: talonghoms@charter.net

TEXAS

John T. Collar

333 Melrose Drive #5D
Richardson, TX 75080
Phone: 972-690-531
E-Mail: tpcollar@att.net

UTAH

Peter H. Besas

5571 Chehalis Place
Blaine, WA 98230-9563
Phone: 360-371-5322
E-Mail: phbesas@aol.com

VERMONT

Ron T. Benoit

15 Brimfield Road

Holland, MA 01521

Phone: 413-245-7819

E-Mail: atomicvet024@gmail.com

VIRGINIA

Gillie Jenkins

10500 Dakins Drive

N. Chesterfield, VA 23236
Phone: 804-334-8585

E-Mail: atomicgillie@verizon.net

(Continued on Page 6)




PARRY ISLAND « HDQS JOINT TASK FORCE 7

PARRY ISLAND (CONTINUED)

As a member of the U.S. Navy | was privileged to
have been “hand-picked” to work with Top Secret
bombs and other atomic missiles for AFSWP (
Armed Forces Special Weapons Project) which
was a combined military effort organized in the
1950’s working with the U.S. Army, Navy and Air
Force.

Out of boot camp in July of 1953 | was sent
immediately to Sandia Base in Albuquerque, New
Mexico where, myself and eleven others, were
subject to reading Top Secret literature while a
secret base was being built in North Las Vegas,
Nevada where we were to be sent upon completion.
This was information which none of our families
were to know about at the time.

In 1954 the base in Nevada was finished and
preparations were made for our Navy unit to be
transferred. A unit of Marines was stationed there
in Las Vegas for security as the base was listed
to the public as an Ammunitions Depot. At the
new base my duty was to test the fuses of atomic
bombs. Also to be checked were missiles from
the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army as well as the U.S.
Navy. The fuse (after being tested electronically)
was sent to the mechanical bay where it was made
into a bomb then transported and stored in “igloos”
outside the city of Las Vegas, ready to be called
into service by the President of the United States.

Late in 1955 | was picked to be an engineer on
Admiral Hanlon’s barge to meet up with others in
the Pacific Proving Ground for Operation Redwing
which was to start in May of 1956.

Flying directly to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, | was picked
up there to fly on to Kwajalein Island in the Marshall
Islands, then on two-star Admiral Hanlon’s DC-3 to
Eniwetok Island.

| met up with 3 others assigned to Hanlon’s barge
and after a time the barge arrived and we crew
members then were assigned to Parry Island a few
seas miles around the Atoll, which was to be HDQ
JOINT TASK FORCE 7, for the Staff of Operation
Redwing, my home for the next few months.

Our job was to get the barge ready for the
transportation of the Staff anywhere in the atoll
mainly back to Eniwetok where planes were
constantly flying in and out with mail, dignitaries,

supplies, and other personnel needed in the
Operation. It was a very busy airfield during that
important time with all kinds of aircraft involved
such as Boeing B-52 bombers being the largest to
land on that airstrip which was just a little beyond
one mile.

On Parry Island, | was joined by the other members
of our crew as we waited for the arrival of the
Admiral’'s barge. After the arrival there was a lot
of preparation for us to make it an official 23 foot
boat with a lot of chrome, such as replacing brass
screws on the deck with chrome screws to make it
look better. | don’t believe it had anything to do with
the operation rather than make it look nice for the
“Brass” that was to ride on it for the next 5 months
as the General’s Staff along with Admiral Hanlon.

Our crew of 4 soon adapted to the barge as we
worked together cleaning, testing the barge as to
speed, and getting the engine to perform correctly
without problems. | was the engineer, but got to
run the boat on occasion and all of us practiced
bringing the boat into the dock safely and securing
the rope to the cleats so as to load/unload the
passengers. While officers were aboard all of us (3
crew members) had a spot where we were to stand
at parade rest until the time when we were to go
to our stations, while Murphy brought the boat into
the dock. We practiced daily at our routine so we
would be efficient when on duty taking the Admiral
and other officers around to other islands while
the atomic “weapons” as they were called were
detonated.

Parry Island was about 30 minutes, by our
barge, up the atoll where the Staff of JTF-7 and
a construction unit was to call home. That island
was even smaller than Eniwetok because it had no
airfield where larger planes like B-47’s and B29’s
were to land on a daily basis. On Parry Island |
was assigned to live in a tent with two of the deck
hands. The coxswain, or the one who piloted the
barge, was Admiral Hanlons’s private driver while
in Washington D.C. and lived in another tent.

MY MOST UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE

After thirteen days of waiting and nine
postponements it was the eve of May 21st 1956.
Our boat crew had carried the men in charge of

(Continued on Page 5)

‘OPERATION REDWING” to Eniwetok so they
could board a plane for Bikini Atoll in order to initiate
the first airborne drop of a hydrogen bomb. This
trip had been made nine times only to see their
tired and disgusted faces returning to our island of
Parry after the shot had been called off in the wee
hours of the morning.

On this eve we sort of felt secure in our feelings that
the shot would go as scheduled this time. When we
got back to Parry, after unloading the Commanders
of the operation on Eniwetok, we noticed that the
tower light was green which meant that the weather
was still favorable for the early morning spectacle.

We attended the free movie just like we did every
night before and frequently glanced to see that the
light was still green. On our way back to our tent
after the movie, the light was still green and we
all felt that by morning the light would remain the
same.

As we awoke anxiously the next morning at about
4:30 AM, | looked out the tent door and sure enough
the light was still green instead of red like it had
been so many times before.

After getting dressed we walked over to the eastern
side of the small island and sat down on the sandy
beach with a few other civilians and military workers.
We could hardly see our hands in front of our face,
but we knew that in less than 30 minutes history
was going to be made just 160 miles away on the
island of Namu on the Atoll of Bikini.

About fifteen minutes went by, which seemed like
hours, when our eyes were getting accustomed to
the darkness then... at a split second we saw what
looked like the sun come up all of a sudden. It was
as bright as noon day for about 40 seconds. The
ball of fire in the sky to the east produced all the
colors in the rainbow and more. The fire ball soon
began to loose its brilliance but the luminous clouds
in the sky around the ball could still be seen easily.

We stood in complete amazement as we watched
history being made. We were among about 100
military and mixed civilians who witnessed the sight
from our island of Parry.

After watching the sky for about 20 minutes we
started for the mess hall. As we walked toward it

we heard a loud roar come out of the sky. At first we
thought it was thunder but on second thought we
realized it was the sound wave just getting within
our range. It was a continual roar that lasted for
about seven minutes then slowly died down until
we couldn’t hear it anymore.

That May Day known as “CHEROKEE” | and
thousands of other servicemen and civilians
witnessed a sensational air drop of a hydrogen
bomb equal to 10 megatons of TNT. Although |
was miles away from ground zero | will never forget
the most beautiful sight | have ever seen.
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ADMIRAL HANLON’S BARGE CREW
(Left-to-Right) O.L. Bowman, R.D. Bryan,
W.J. Murphy and R.A. Mowry

James Kemp ....cccccevvimrreenccininnneees
Payson, AZ

Leon Crawford Jr. .....ccccovvemvrreeee.
Terre Haute, IN

Robert A. Raymond .....................
Old Orchard Beach, ME

Richard T. Gillis .....c.c.eeevereennnnnnes
Warner Robins, GA

George E. Wilson..........ccccevveeeeees

Norwell, MA
Tom B. K. Lau.......ccoeveuervenireennns
Honolulu, HI
Albert M. Welch, SR................
Honolulu, HI




