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����������gamma rays, X-rays, and high-energy 
beta radiation. They do not measure alpha, 
neutron, or low energy beta radiation. 
Additionally, none of the monitoring methods 
measure internal radiation doses of any form.

Requiring a veteran to prove the level of 
exposure places an unreasonable burden of 
proof upon them.”

 On July 16th Congresswoman Titus 
Reintroduced Legislation in the House 
Named the Presume Act.

Her office asked Commander Kiefer for an 
Endorsement, which follows.

During our convention in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico last year, the Labrats folks, 
specifically Alan Owen, presented Keith 
with two very apropos T-shirts.  Both were 
a black color with bright white messages 
written on them.  One said “I’m that 
legendary Keith everyone is talking about.”  
And the other says, “Don’t rush me, I’m 
waiting until the last minute.”  These last 
couple of weeks, both T-shirts could have 
been interchangeable on a daily basis.  
There have been numerous occasions, 
mostly within our family, but secondly with 
NAAV, where Keith’s legendary talents and 
statesmanship have resolved crises of 
varying degrees, but all important to the 
people he was helping.  And of course, all 
took time away from his pending need to 
find his passport.  After two plus days of 
doing nothing but sort and search, he still 
doesn’t have that vital item to get us on our 
way to England.  The fact that you are 
reading this, instead of a letter from him, 
tells you that he did find it and we are 
making a trip across the pond to attend 
some important events with Labrats.  I will 
let him tell you all about it next newsletter.  
In the meantime, this is me appreciating my 
husband for the unique and powerful 
individual that he is, along with his less 
than perfect attributes that keep my life 
from being boring!

Best wishes for a peaceful, yet eventful, 
autumn.

Mary Ann Kiefer
NAAV Secretary/Newsletter Editor
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List of Atomic Museums and Historic Sites
ARIZONA

Titan Missile Museum, Green Valley, AZ https://titanmissilemuseum.org/

�H  America’s only nuclear missile silo open to the public.  Offers guided underground silo tours and Cold War-era exhibits.

����������������

Wings of Honor Museum (Walnut Ridge, AR) https://wingsofhonor.org

• Among its exhibits is content on cleanup operations at Enewetak Atoll and atomic testing effects.

������������

Atomic Museum Vegas, (Las Vegas, NV) https:///atomicmuseum.vegas

The National Atomic Testing Museum (Atomic Museum), is a national science, history, and educational institution that 
tells the story of America’s nuclear weapons testing program at the Nevada Test Site. Showcases some of the rarest of 
artifacts relating to the nation’s atomic testing program. Nowhere else can you see a large nuclear reactor that was used 
in the development of the nuclear rocket and the first air-to-air missile, Genie. Personal atomic weapons that were 
developed to use in place of conventional weapons, such as the Backpack Nuke and the Crockett XM-388 projectile, 
are placed throughout the 8,000 square feet of museum exhibits.

�����	�
�������
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Manhattan Project National Historical Park, Bradbury Science Museum (Los Alamos, NM)
www.lanl.gov

• Located at Los Alamos National Laboratory, it features Manhattan Project artifacts including full-size “Little Boy” 
and “Fat Man” bomb models.

Manhattan Project National Historical Park, Los Alamos History Museum (Los Alamos, NM) 
https://losalamoshistory.org/

�H  A journey from the Pajarito Plateau’s Ancestral Pueblo, through homestead, the Ranch School Era, and the 
Manhattan Project. Includes the Hans Bethe House, the Oppenheimer House, and a guest cottage that Gen. Leslie 
Groves stayed at.

National Museum of Nuclear Science and History (Albuquerque NM) https://www.
nuclearmuseum.org/

�H  A Smithsonian affiliate which teaches the story of the Atomic Age, from early research of nuclear development 
through today’s peaceful uses of nuclear technology. Visitors can explore how nuclear science continues to 
influence our world. Through permanent and changing exhibits and displays, the museum strives to present the 
diverse applications of nuclear science in the past, present, and future, along with the stories of the field’s 
pioneers.

• The “Atomic Histories” exhibit explores the Manhattan Project’s origins through national laboratories, uranium 
mining, and nuclear waste sites in New Mexico

Purpose: NAAV (National Association of Atomic Veterans) is developing for our webpage a list of museums 
and historic sites. We need your help! Please send the state, name, city, and website link. What to do: Write 
up your entry using the Titan Missile Museum in Arizona as an example.  Email to Karen Bosch Cobb, Karen.
boschcobb@icloud.com

Continued on page 7
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Mound Science and Energy Museum Association (Miamisburg, OH) https://moundmuseum.com/

The Mound Science and Energy Museum Association (MSEMA) is a nonprofit organization that was established to 
collect, preserve and make publicly accessible the heritage of the Mound Laboratory, its workers and its site.

������������������

American Museum of Science and Energy (Oak Ridge, TN)

• Focuses on Oak Ridge’s role in the Manhattan Project. Exhibits include a nuclear weapons display, reactor tours, and 
exhibits on Y-12 Plant and K-25 site.
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�����
���
��

The Cold War Museum (Warrenton, VA) https://coldwar

Houses extensive Civil Defense collections and Cold War nuclear-era displays, relevant to the atomic veteran context.

�	�������
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Manhattan Project National Historical Park, Hanford https://www.nps.gov/mapr/hanford.htm
Hanford Engineer Works produced plutonium at a 
roughly 600 square mile (1554 sq. km) site along the 
Columbia River in Washington state. Workers at the 
Hanford Site constructed and operated the world’s 
first nuclear production reactors that produced the 
plutonium used in the Trinity Test and in the atomic 
bomb dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, on August 9, 
1945.

Jim Lyons of the Army’s 232nd Signal Co. of Camp Desert Rock, NV was part of Operation Plumbob 
in 1957.  Here he is attending EAA AirVenture Oshkosh that brings together historic airplanes with 
pilots and aircraft owners, encompassing 80 years of aviation and military history. The 72nd edition 
of the EAA’s fly-in convention was July 21-27, 2025 at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh.  Jim is 
proudly displaying a picture of one of the Plumbob shots in front of the B-29 Bockscar that 
dropped Fat Man on Nagasaki, Japan.  The Silverplate B-29’s were in use for the nuclear weapons 
program until 1949.

Jim Lyons      
of Menasha, 

WI 2025
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OPINION  Add ailing cleanup veterans to expansion of the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act 

By KEITH KIEFER            SPECIAL TO STARS AND STRIPES • July 15, 2025 

The plume of a nuclear weapons test detonation rises over Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, July 25, 1946. 
(Library of Congress) 

July 16 marks 80 years since the United States detonated the world’s first atomic bomb in the desert of New 
Mexico. This marked the start of a decades-long nuclear testing program that exposed tens of thousands of 
Americans, including members of the armed forces stationed at test sites and tasked with cleanup. In 1983, 
President Ronald Reagan declared July 16 as National Atomic Veterans Day, in recognition of service 
member participation in U.S. nuclear tests. But many cleanup veterans are still waiting for justice in the form 
of compensation from the government for the radiation-related health problems they sustained while serving 
our country. While the recent reauthorization and expansion of the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act 
(RECA) was a win for many long-forgotten communities, it perpetuated the injustice of denying cleanup 
veterans access to alternative aid when the Department of Veterans Affairs fails them. As the national 
commander of the National Association of Atomic Veterans, I work every day with veterans who were 
exposed to radiation and other toxins at nuclear test sites and have developed catastrophic illnesses as a 
result. These service members were exposed to dangerous levels of radiation with little to no protective 
gear, and without a clear sense of the risk they were taking on. When I was deployed to the Marshall Islands 
to clean up the Enewetak Atoll following years of tests, digging up irradiated soil, I was assured that my 
radiation exposure would be minimal — on par with walking the streets of New York City. But after my 
service, I experienced an ever-growing list of health problems all associated with exposure to radiation: my 
wife and I struggled to conceive; I was plagued by random fevers and bone pain; teeth crumbled in my 
mouth; I developed numbness in my legs and feet and radiation-related cataracts; at 40 I learned had the 
bones of a 90-year-old man, leading to an eventual hip replacement. Help for cleanup veterans is currently 
limited to the VA, despite its history of failing atomic veterans. In my experience, many veterans petition the 
VA for 10 to 14 years before they receive compensation, and according to reports, the VA has rejected 86% 
of radiation-related claims by veterans. RECA offers fewer benefits than the VA, but is much simpler to 
navigate, and I have seen firsthand how much it has helped my fellow atomic veterans. The speed with 
which veterans can get help through RECA is critical. I served in Enewetak in 1978, nearly 50 years ago. 
Many of us do not have 10 to 14 years to wait for the VA to approve our claim. The recent RECA expansion 
was the largest in the program’s history. It shows us that Congress can still come together and do the right 
thing, when we push them. They can make sure this is the last National Atomic Veterans Day with a two-
tiered system that treats cleanup vets as a secondary class, as less deserving than our fellow atomic 
veterans. Congress should finally amend RECA to include us and offer cleanup veterans a measure of 
justice. 

Keith Kiefer is national commander of the National Association of Atomic Veterans.

Read more at: https://www.stripes.com/opinion/2025-07-15/add-cleanup-veterans-radiation-exposure-act-
18452354.html

FROM STARS AND STRIPES
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Dear Keith and NAAV Commanders,

My name is Victoria Kelly, and I am the granddaughter of an atomic veteran. Some of you may remember from my email last year 
seeking World War II atomic veterans for a documentary.

I am so excited to tell you that the film is done and will be premiering on PBS on August 1!

Atomic Echoes: Untold Stories of World War II, features three atomic veterans:
--Archie Moczygemba, of Taylor, Texas
--Michas Ohnstad, of North Branch, Minnesota
--Larry Pressley, of Columbia, South Carolina

I would be honored if you would watch and/or share this with your members.

You can view the trailer here.  https://atomicechoesfilm.com/trailer

The film will be available free on the PBS app, for all streaming devices, beginning in August. It will also be airing on select public 
television stations across the country.

While this film focuses only on World War II atomic veterans, I hope to use it as a springboard to bring your cause to public 
attention.

I would also like to offer my help to all members. I was able to expedite the Atomic Veterans Service Medal within two months for 
all three veterans in the film by connecting with their Congressmen (and leveraging PBS). I am happy to do this for any veterans 
who have not yet received their medal and would like some help.

Thank you so much for being the trailblazers you are.

Sincerely,
Victoria Kelly 

Atomic Echoes will be available on the PBS app beginning in August. Through 
the app, it can be accessed for free and watched anytime, 24/7.

LETTERS TO NAAV

RECOMMENDED READING

This was a delightful read, 
recommended by Kelle Wolf, whose 
husband Ken was listed in Taps last 
quarter.  Ken’s shipmate from the USS 
Curtis, Ed Franklin, wrote the book in 
2015.  It’s available on Amazon.  As I 
read through it while keeping my 
husband company on one of his many 
projects, he kept asking me “What are 
you laughing about now?”  So he heard 
a lot of excerpts from it.  Aside from the 
humorous vignettes, there is a lot of 
history and information to absorb.              
Mary Ann Kiefer
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LETTERS TO NAAV
National Association of Atomic Veterans
NAAV
130 Cleveland Street
Lebanon, OR 97355-4505
Re:  Richard D. Bee, Operation Hardtack I

          July 16, 2025

Dear National Association of Atomic Veterans,

On behalf of our family, please accept this donation of $1000 in loving memory of my father 
Richard Dunbar Bee.  Of all the accolades and accomplishments in his life, my Dad was most proud 
of being an Atomic Veteran, having served in the Pacific Proving Grounds during Operation 
Hardtack in 1958.  

My Dad was a card-carrying, lifetime member and supporter of the NAAV.  He communicated with 
Congressman James McGovern years prior to the Atomic Veterans certificate and service medal 
came into being, and though the recognition was very late in coming, he was grateful to receive it.  
It was a significant honor for him to attend a recognition ceremony that Congressman McGovern 
hosted in Massachusetts for Atomic Veterans in December of 2023.

Atomic Veteran Richard Bee with Congressman Jim McGovern, December 2023.

Thank you for all you do to advocate for Atomic Veterans.  It is our honor to support the NAAV in 
honor and memory of my father.

Sincerely,

David M. Bee (son)  




