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IMPORTANT — TIME-SENSITIVE MATTERS         

Please note the following deadlines and action items requiring your prompt attention:

 • Convention hotel reservations and registration close on July 10, 2026. Do not delay.
 • We are actively seeking donations — both cash contributions and auction items — for the 

convention auction. Please reach out if you are able to contribute.
 • State Commanders: With this being the 250th anniversary of our nation, I strongly 

encourage you to coordinate with your state members to plan a meaningful observance 
honoring Atomic Veterans Day. This milestone year makes it all the more important that we 
mark the occasion with the recognition our veterans deserve.

 • Ballot reminder: Please vote for four board members — selecting from the nominated 
candidates or writing in a member of your choice. Affix a stamp and mail your ballot by 
July 31, 2026.

In May, I had the honor of joining a panel of advocates alongside Democratic members of Nevada's 
congressional delegation for a roundtable on radiation exposure. Held at the National Atomic Testing 
Museum in Las Vegas, it was a rare public forum — one that brought together lawmakers, veterans, and 
survivors to confront a problem the government has too long treated as someone else's burden. Those of us 
in attendance were not there for pleasantries. We were there to deliver a message.

The issues we raised will be familiar to every NAAV member. We continue to fight the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for benefits that should never have required a fight in the first place. The barriers remain the 
same: proof. Records were classified, lost, or destroyed. Radiation dose estimates were never recorded — or 
have since gone missing. We discussed the unacceptable length of time veterans must endure to successfully 
obtain a service-connected disability rating. We pressed for legislation already introduced that must be 
passed, and we called for additional legislation that still needs to be written.

I believe our message landed. Consider the words of one congressman in attendance:

"Our veterans do not have the luxury of time when they are standing toe to toe with toxic exposures." — 
Rep. Mark Takano, Ranking Member, House Veterans' Affairs Committee

When a ranking member of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee echoes what we have been saying for 
decades, it signals that the tide may be turning. We will keep pushing until action follows words.

Seated left to right are Rep. Susie Lee, Nevada; Rep. Mark Takano, 
California, ranking member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee; Rep. 
Dina Titus, Nevada; and Rep. Steven Horsford, Nevada. (Screenshot from 
roundtable)





LABRATS INTERNATIONAL

Alan Owen
LABRATS Founder

LABRATS have been working closely with the Office for Veterans’ Affairs regarding an anticipated 
report into an 18 month long investigation into veterans’ medical files. We hope that this report will 
be published before the UK Parliaments summer recess on the 16th of July 2026.
We have been working closely with the University of Liverpool analysing the Merlin database files 
which are being released by the UK Government. These files were declassified late last year and we 
are receiving 500 documents per week from the Ministry of Defence via the National Archives. We 
are receiving documents, images and videos which were classified under national security.

These include clean-
up operations, which 
show that radioactive 
material was dragged 
into craters, set
on fire and buried in 
Australia. I am sure 
this sounds familiar to 
many of you.

Our feature 
documentary ‘Our 
Planet, The people, 
My Blood’ received 
great reviews after a 
screening in Leicester 
Square, London. 
Many other 
screenings have 
taken place across 
the UK, with 
screenings
organised in Australia 
and possibly at the 
NAAV convention in 
August.The screenings will be 

announced online at 
atomicblood.com and 
across our social media. 
The documentary is 
extremely powerful and it 
will be broadcast on a 
streaming platform at some 
point.

We hope to have 
representatives at the 
convention in South Dakota, 
so we may see some of you 
in person.

Stay safe and healthy.
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